


carried out research, organized activities, and supported evidenced-based policy guidance as well as 

confidence in the green transition, based on the sharing of case studies, relevant experiences involving 

public policy, markets, and whole-of-society engagement. Positive progress has been made across all 

areas of work, as outlined below.

In accordance with the Annual Work Plan ap-

proved by the Executive Committee, CCICED 

initiated the High-Level Task Force (HLTF) on 

China’s Environment and Development Outlook, 

conducting systematic and strategic research 

guided by the co- chairs, core experts, and four 

working groups charged with examining the 

triple crisis, green development, international 

cooperation, and governance.

The main body of CCICED’s 2024–2025 work 

examined four major themes: “Innovation in 

Global Environmental Governance,” “National 

Green Governance System,” “Sustainable Pro-

duction and Consumption,” and “Low-Carbon 

Inclusive Transition.” In the past year, eight 

Special Policy Studies (SPSs) were carried out, 

along with two Scoping Studies (SSs) on ener-

gy-environment synergy innovation and climate 

adaptation. CCICED’s work has involved rough-

ly 400 Chinese and international experts. Based 

on joint China-foreign research, the Report on 

Green Transition: Successful Experiences and 

Case Studies was prepared to offer reference for 

pragmatic action.

i. HLTF on China’s Environment and 

Development Outlook

The Task Force aims to review the past decade 

of China’s progress in environmental and devel-

opment transformation; to summarize China’s 

unique path and successful experience in green, 

low-carbon transition; to identify and study the 

major challenges that China faces for high- qual-

ity development toward the middle of this cen-

tury; and to make a strategic assessment for Chi-

na’s realization of its mid-to-long-term vision as 

well as for the future international role of China. 

On that basis, forward-looking and comprehen-

sive policy recommendations will be proposed. 

The Task Force is led by CCICED Vice-Chair-

persons Xie Zhenhua and Achim Steiner, with 

direct participation in the research from over 10 

CCICED Council Members and Special Advi-

sors. A mid-term report will be released at this 

year’s Annual General Meeting (AGM). It will 

include reviews and summaries of the progress 

and achievements of China’s green transition 

over the past decade, as well as policy recom-

mendations for the preparation of the 15th Five-

Year Plan. In September, the HLTF conducted 

research visits to France and the United King-

dom to engage with international partners and 

convene an international seminar.

ii. Innovation in Global Environmental 

Governance

1) SPS on Global Climate Governance and 

Green and Inclusive Transition

The study is designed to reposition China’s role 

in global climate governance under the new cir-

cumstances, and to explore China’s medium-to-

long-term energy transition and the development 

paths of its green, low-carbon industries. The 

research recommends anchoring development 

goals in the green, low-carbon transition and de-

carbonization by (a) systematically and compre-

hensively reshaping economic structures involv-

ing energy generation, power and storage, end-

use substitution, and technological innovation; 

(b) furthering joint climate leadership via South-

North-South cooperation to rebuild confidence 

in global climate governance; (c) promoting 

trade and investment liberalization and facilita-

tion in low-carbon products; (d) building more 

inclusive global energy transition supply-chain 

partnerships; and (e) actively participating in 

innovation of climate finance instruments. The 

SPS applied a model to 2050 in China’s climate 

goals, underscoring the importance of an all-sec-

tor approach.

2) SPS on Governance System for a Harmoni-

ous Coexistence Between Humans and Nature

The SPS focuses on ensuring that China’s sys-

tem of ecological conservation red lines (ECR) 

to advance large-scale land-use planning to sup-

port the implementation of the Kunming-Mon-

treal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF). 

Additionally, the SPS recommends stronger syn-

ergies among multiple environmental conven-

tions, in particular to enhance climate and nature 

synergies, while linking China’s National Biodi-

versity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) with 

local action. The research proposes that the ECR 

be adopted as an important solution for China’s 

implementation of the KMGBF and its compli-

ance reporting. The ECR can also be promoted 

with international partners. Finally, the SPS 

working group underscores the importance of 

whole-of-government governance mechanisms 

to support the sustainable use of biodiversity. In 

July, the SPS team visited Belgium and Serbia to 

engage international partners and conduct field 

visits on biodiversity, climate, and conservation 

practices.

3) Scoping Study on Climate Adaptation

The Scoping Study focuses on how to effec-

tively address the immediate and longer-term 

risks posed by climate change to areas, such as 

food security, urban systems, inland waterway 

transport, and ecological conservation, through 

systemic, cross-sectoral cooperation and inno-

vation. The research recommends launching 

cross-sectoral cooperative studies on climate 

adaptation and building collaborative networks 

to ensure the systemic and coherent implemen-

tation of adaptation efforts; initiating pilot pro-

grams for inland waterway transport; improving 

financial support mechanisms for climate adap-

tation; clarifying public- and private-sector roles 

and responsibilities; and creating an enabling 

environment for implementation.

iii. Promoting the Development of a Mod-

ern National Green Governance System

4) SPS on Scientific and Technological Inno-

vation in Green Transformation
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The SPS focuses on promoting the development 

of a new energy system in which renewable 

energy, such as wind and solar, serves as the 

mainstay, integrated with complementary energy 

sources. It concentrates on innovation pathways 

for China’s renewable energy technologies, in-

cluding wind and photovoltaics; energy storage 

technologies and business models that support 

renewable energy development; and new grid 

models to enable renewable energy integration. 

The research recommends promoting innovation 

through “renewable energy+” models to acceler-

ate technology application; developing demon-

stration projects and advancing frontier technol-

ogies, such as deep-sea wind power and tandem 

solar cells; building a diversified energy storage 

system with multiple technologies and applica-

tion scenarios to achieve large-scale deployment 

across different time scales; and constructing a 

new type of power grid integrating transmission, 

distribution, and micro-grids, with innovative 

dispatch models to enhance grid capacity for re-

newable energy.

5) SPS on Green Finance for a 

Comprehensive Green Transformation of the 

Society and Economy

The SPS examines how financial instruments 

can be leveraged to drive the low-carbon tran-

sition of high-emission industries. The study 

identifies three main challenges in this process: 

obstacles to technological innovation, risks of 

stranded assets, and difficulties of ensuring a just 

transition. The research recommends promoting 

technological innovation through supply-chain 

finance, using bond and equity financing to 

empower small and medium-sized enterprises 

through leading firms; managing stranded asset 

risks with financial instruments, incorporating 

carbon-emission indicators into mergers and 

acquisitions to guide capacity optimization, 

and developing debt-swap tools to accelerate 

the early retirement of high- carbon assets; and 

ensuring a just transition by embedding worker 

resettlement requirements into investment and 

financing conditions, promoting fiscal-financial 

coordination, and supporting worker re-employ-

ment and skills training. In June, the SPS team 

visited London to engage UK and European 

partners on green bonds, biodiversity finance, 

green steel, and third-country cooperation.

6) Scoping Study on Collaborative Innovation 

in Energy and Environment for High-Quality 

Development

The Scoping Study analyzes the current status 

and major trends of energy–environment syn-

ergies at home and abroad, and examines the 

issues and challenges faced, including ecological 

and environmental pollution from abandoned 

coal mines, emerging environmental problems 

associated with the development of modern 

coal chemical industries, land and resource 

constraints for new energy projects, and equip-

ment decommissioning challenges. The research 

recommends establishing a national-level inte-

grated early warning and coordination mecha-

nism, setting up a cross-ministerial coordination 

body, and, during the 15th Five-Year Plan period, 

conducting forward-looking contingency plan 

studies to prevent systemic environmental and 

resource risks. It also recommends that top-level 

design should integrate energy transition, envi-

ronmental protection, and climate governance, 

thereby strengthening the legal framework 

to safeguard high-quality development and 

achievement of the dual-carbon goals.

iv. Advancing Sustainable Production and 

Consumption

7) SPS on Sustainable Blue Economy Under 

the Vision of Carbon Neutrality

The SPS explores pathways toward sustainable 

oceans management and aligning blue economy 

nature and other goals with the achievement 

of carbon neutrality goals. The study finds that 

although developing a sustainable blue econo-

my has been established as a national strategy, 

it lacks effective integration with other major 

national strategies. China’s support system for 

developing a sustainable blue economy remains 

incomplete, making it difficult to ensure the 

effectiveness and sustainability of financial sup-

port. The research recommends the following: 

strengthen synergies between the marine sector 

and other major national strategies; systematical-

ly incorporate the sustainable blue economy into 

national and local development plans; provide 

policy incentives to promote innovation and op-

timization in key marine industry technologies 

and business models; advance the development 

of domestic blue-space pioneer demonstration 

zones; and establish a comprehensive, systemat-

ic marine environmental assessment framework, 

formulating technical standards or developing 

a blue finance taxonomy at the national level, 

while deepening multistakeholder collaboration 

among government, industry, and research insti-

tutions, as well as enhancing international coop-

eration. On June 13, the SPS team hosted a UN 

Ocean Conference side event in Nice, France,on 

“Sustainable Blue Economy. in the Vision of 

Carbon Neutrality” to showcase research find-

ings.

8) SPS on Promote High-Quality Develop-

ment With Circular Economy

The SPS draws on international best practices 

and policy comparisons, focusing on the textile 

and chemical industries to identify key pathways 

for achieving a high-quality, resource-efficient, 

and inclusive circular economy. The SPS notes 

that the global economic system remains pre-

dominantly linear, exacerbating the triple plan-

etary crisis. Current circular economy efforts 

are fragmented and underfunded, and they lack 

binding targets. As a major global manufacturing 

hub and raw material consumer, China plays a 

critical role in driving the transition toward a cir-

cular economy. The research recommends deep-

ening the top-level design of circular economy 

development and setting mandatory quantitative 

targets; accelerating the establishment of a tech-

nical and product standards system; promoting 

circular economy transformation in key indus-

tries in line with waste classification principles 

to foster new engines of economic growth; and 

strengthening innovation in circular economy fi-

nancing mechanisms and international coopera-

tion. In June, the SPS team visited Germany and 

Belgium to exchange with government, industry, 

and NGOs on European circular economy poli-



cies and transition strategies.

v. Low-Carbon Inclusive Transition

9) SPS on Low-Carbon Transition Pathways 

in Traditional Energy Regions

The SPS explores the low-carbon transition 

objectives and pathways of China’s “Coal Tri-

angle” (Shanxi, Shaanxi, Inner Mongolia, and 

Ningxia) under the dual-carbon goals. The re-

port studies models for establishing zero-carbon 

trade pilot zones, financing and funding schemes 

for low-carbon transition, as well as institutional 

and policy measures to ensure a just transition. 

The study finds that the Coal Triangle is one of 

the world’s largest coal energy clusters and a 

key intersection of ecological protection and en-

ergy development in China, giving its low-car-

bon transition significant global demonstration 

value. The research recommends building the 

Coal Triangle into a national just transition 

demonstration zone and incorporating it into the 

overall framework of the regional coordinated 

development strategy; leveraging the new three 

major initiatives of new energy systems, hydro-

gen-based industry development, and carbon 

removal technologies to create new industrial 

transition pathways; establishing national or re-

gional-level zero-carbon trade pilot zones to pro-

vide institutional carriers and platform support 

for regional green development; and accelerating 

the improvement of diversified funding support 

systems in the Coal Triangle, including setting 

up a national just transition fund and developing 

diversified investment and financing models. In 

June, the SPS team visited Poland and Spain to 

discuss transition policies and study coal region 

transformations and renewable energy develop-

ments.

10) SPS on Green Development Cooperation

The SPS aims to systematically review the 

evolution of international cooperation on green 

development, analyze the opportunities and 

challenges under the new circumstances, and 

explore innovative pathways for cooperation. 

The study finds that the profound adjustments in 

the current international landscape bring greater 

uncertainty to international cooperation on green 

development, while the international community 

has new expectations for China’s role. Scientific 

and technological innovation and cooperation in 

the digital economy provide new momentum for 

green development cooperation. The research 

recommends that China maintains its strategic 

commitment to the green and low-carbon transi-

tion by launching a “Global Green Development 

Initiative,” and establishing a dedicated fund for 

international cooperation on green development 

to increase support in this area; leverages the 

demonstration role of green technologies, deep-

ens technology sharing and cooperation with 

developing countries, and supports the green and 

low-carbon transition in the Global South; and 

innovates cooperation models by establishing a 

tripartite mechanism of government guidance, 

enterprise leadership, and think tank support to 

enhance the systematization and effectiveness of 

international green cooperation. In August, the 

SPS team visited Malaysia to engage govern-

ment, think tanks, and industry on energy transi-

tion challenges and cooperation opportunities.

II. Successful Organization of the CCICED AGM and Major Events

With the strong support from partners and the active engagement of Council Members and Special 

Advisors, the CCICED 2024 AGM was successfully convened. In addition, round tables and thematic 

seminars were held on key issues of the year, with their outcomes and policy recommendations in-

forming decision making by the Chinese government and contributing to relevant international pro-

cesses.

i. The CCICED 2024 AGM

From October 10–12, 2024, the CCICED 2024 

AGM was held in Beijing under the theme, 

“Open, Inclusive, and Innovative Cooperation 

to Build a Clean and Beautiful World.” Ding 

Xuexiang, Vice-Premier of the State Council of 

China and Chairperson of CCICED, attended the 

Closing Ceremony, received the Council Mem-

bers’ research findings and the outcomes of the 

AGM, and delivered an important address. He 

emphasized that the Chinese government will, as 

always, support the growth and strengthening of 

CCICED and enable it to play its role as a bridge 

and link more effectively. He also expressed the 

hope that Council Members and experts will 

continue to contribute their insights and rec-

ommendations, making greater contributions to 

building a Beautiful China, and jointly fostering 

a clean and beautiful world. 

During the AGM, seven open forums were held 

on environmental and developmental issues of 

common concern to the international communi-

ty. Approximately 500 participants—including 

CCICED Members and Special Advisors, as 

well as representatives from 36 countries, 46 

international organizations, relevant Chinese 

government departments, universities, research 

institutions, the business community, and civ-

il society organizations—took part in various 

activities of the AGM. Prior to the meeting, a 

group of Council Members visited Ordos, Inner 

Mongolia, to study the development of renew-

able energy.

The AGM discussed and adopted the Policy 

Recommendations under the theme, “Further 

Deepen Comprehensive Reforms, Seize New 

Opportunities Brought by the Technological 

Revolution and Industrial Transformation, and 

Accelerate the Comprehensive Green Transition 

of the Economy and Society.” The recommen-

dations emphasized the need to adopt a systemic 

approach to address environmental, climatic, and 

developmental challenges, and to maintain cer-

tainty in long-term goals through strategic com-

mitment. The Policy Recommendations included 

20 specific proposals, which were submitted to 

the Chinese government for reference and adop-

tion.

Nearly 20 major domestic media outlets in 

China covered the meeting. Earth Negotiations 

Bulletin (ENB) provided full English reporting, 

which was disseminated through 350 interna-

tional media outlets across 63 countries and re-

gions in Asia, the Americas, Europe, and Africa. 



On new media platforms—including WeChat, X, 

and Facebook— reels, interviews with Council 

Members, and posts highlighting research find-

ings were released, reaching a total viewership 

of nearly 3 million. Several Council Members 

also shared their reflections on participating in 

CCICED activities through their personal social 

media accounts, noting that CCICED is a unique 

multilateral cooperation platform, and expressed 

their hope that CCICED will further expand its 

global influence and continue to contribute ideas 

and solutions to sustainable development in Chi-

na and worldwide.

ii. Convening of More Than 30 Major 

Domestic and International Meetings and 

Events

1) Active Participation in Global Environ-

mental Governance Processes and Sharing 

CCICED’s Research Findings

With support from its partners, CCICED orga-

nized a side event—Biodiversity Conservation 

Models and Monitoring Technologies for the 

Kunming-Montreal Framework—during the 16th 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 

16) to the UN Convention on Biological Diver-

sity, in Cali, Colombia. Huang Runqiu, Execu-

tive Vice Chairperson of CCICED and Minister 

of Ecology and Environment of China, attended 

and delivered remarks. About 150 participants 

exchanged views and offered recommenda-

tions on biodiversity conservation. During the 

29th meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

(COP29) to the UN Framework Convention on 

Climate Change in Baku, Azerbaijan, CCICED 

convened an expert seminar on “China’s Path-

ways for Achieving Carbon Neutrality and Glob-

al Climate Governance,” where nearly 60 senior 

Chinese and international representatives con-

tributed insights on tackling the challenges of 

the energy transition. On the same day, CCICED 

also held a side event — Belt and Road South–

South Cooperation on Climate Change and 

Green Opening-Up: Cases and Practices — with 

then-CCICED Secretary General Zhao Yingmin 

and several Council Members, calling for further 

advancement of South-South cooperation on cli-

mate change.

At the 3rd UN Ocean Conference in June 2025, 

CCICED organized the side event, Sustainable 

Blue Economy in the Vision of Carbon Neutral-

ity, which called for the early initiation of plan-

ning for a new post-2030 ocean agenda.

2) Promoting Dialogue on Green Develop-

ment in Key Regions to Deepen Consensus on 

Green Transition

During the 10th China–EU Environment Policy 

Ministerial Dialogue, as well as the China–UK 

and China–France Environment and Climate 

Ministerial Dialogues, CCICED organized the 

China–EU think tank seminar, “Consolidating 

Consensus on Transition, Collaboratively Ad-

vancing Green Growth,” in Brussels, and carried 

out a series of exchange activities in London, 

Oxford, and Paris. These events engaged govern-

ments, enterprises, and think tanks in multi-level 

dialogue, contributing to a deeper China–EU 

green partnership. In Chongqing, China’s most 

populous provincial-level city, CCICED con-

vened the round table, Green and Low-Carbon 

Transition for a Beautiful Chongqing. Interna-

tional experts were invited to gain a firsthand 

understanding of local progress in green and 

low-carbon transition, and to contribute insights 

on the development of green and low-carbon 

industries, ecosystem protection, and digital-in-

telligent governance.

3) Promoting Mutual Learning Between In-

ternational Research and Practice to Advance 

Global Knowledge Sharing

CCICED organized study missions and expert 

meetings in countries, including the United 

Kingdom, France, the United States, Germany, 

Belgium, Spain, Poland, and Malaysia, as well 

as in Chinese locations, such as Chongqing, 

Shanxi, Fujian, Sichuan, and Jiangxi. These 

activities focused on important topics such as 

medium- and long-term environmental and 

developmental strategies, ocean governance, 

biodiversity conservation, green finance, circular 

economy, just transition, and international coop-

eration. The activities provided opportunities to 

share China’s progress in practice, while learn-

ing from and drawing on the latest international 

experiences.





V. Effective Secretariat Support With Strong Contributions From 

Partners

Over the past year, CCICED’s work has contin-

ued to receive broad attention and strong support 

from the organization’s partners. Government 

agencies from Canada, Norway, Germany, the 

Netherlands, and Sweden, along with organiza-

tions including the Sequoia Climate Foundation, 

Energy Foundation, Energy Innovation, Chil-

dren’s Investment Fund Foundation, Rockefeller 

Brothers Fund, ClimateWorks Foundation, Ford 

Foundation, The Nature Conservancy, Envi-

ronmental Defense Fund, Natural Resources 

Defense Council, World Resources Institute, and 

World Wide Fund for Nature, provided financial 

support to CCICED.

International organizations, such as the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and 

the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP), as well as institutions, including the 

Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chinese Acade-

my of Social Sciences, Tsinghua University, Pe-

king University, University of Macau, Xiamen 

University, Southern University of Science and 

Technology, Zhejiang University of Technology, 

Jiangxi Agricultural University, Energy Research 

Institute of NDRC, CICC Global Institute, State 

Grid Energy Research Institute, Beijing Huan-

ding Environmental Smart Data Institute, and 

the Belt and Road Initiative International Green 

Development Coalition, also provided financial 

support and expertise by participating in policy 

research, co-hosting events, and carrying out ca-

pacity-building activities.

Over the past year, the Secretariat and the Sec-

retariat International Support Office (SISO) 

worked efficiently together to implement the de-

cisions of the Executive Committee. Through a 

regular joint meeting mechanism, they strength-

ened meeting organization, event planning, and 

communications, supported the work of the 

Chief Advisors, and provided high-quality ser-

vices to Council Members and Special Advisors. 

The Secretariat visited CCICED partners and 

held 19 bilateral consultations. On social media, 

CCICED’s Facebook account published 140 

posts, reaching 961,000 followers and generat-

ing more than 18.8 million views. CCICED’s 

X account published 143 posts, with around 

23,000 followers and 5.98 million views. The 

WeChat official account grew to 6,683 follow-

ers and published 62 articles that generated a 

total of 26,800 views. In addition, 12 issues of 

the CCICED newsletter (English edition) were 

produced, sharing CCICED’s research findings, 

updates on its work, and the latest developments 

on the environment and development at home 

and abroad, providing strong support for Coun-

cil Members and Special Advisors to participate 

in CCICED’s work.


